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Delaware’s Local Menu – Restaurant Week
August 21 – 27, 2011

More and more people are discovering the wonderful restaurant choices here in the City of Delaware.  The Delaware Local Menu Restaurant Week Project intends to work with many people, farms, businesses and markets that grow, sell, cook and serve local foods in Delaware County.  This August, we will host a week long celebration of local foods.  
You are invited to be part of our Local Menu – Restaurant Week (August 21 – 27) and to partner with us in showcasing your restaurant / bar / eatery. 

The National Restaurant Association’s 2011 “What’s Hot” chef survey indicates that these are good times for those growing, serving, selling and promoting local foods.  Of the top 20 trends for the year, more than half relate to locally-sourced foods. 25% of all U.S. travelers say food as an attraction influences their destination choices and 40% travel to learn about or enjoy unique culinary experiences.  So let’s come together the third week of August, and bring this trend to Delaware in a big way!
Here’s how it works … participating businesses will develop menu items and/or meals that primarily use locally-sourced ingredients.  So what makes a Delaware County meal?  It’s a dining experience that includes as many local ingredients as possible.  We know that some foods – olive oil, spices, coffee, for example, are not raised in this region but may be important elements of a meal and that’s fine.  But for this promotional week, if your promotional recipe includes meats, cheeses, seasonal vegetables and fruits, salad greens, dairy, or eggs, we ask that you source them locally. If you need help in locating sources, we can help you make connections with producers. 

In June, we’ll ask you to identify your local foods sources so that these farmers and food producers are also recognized during the week.  On the second page of this letter you can see your participation options.
We will actively promote your business as a Delaware Local Menu Restaurant Week partner.

We will share menus of participating eateries as well as a profile of your business through the websites  for Delaware County Convention & Visitors Bureau’s, Main Street Delaware and Sustainable Delaware’s ( www.sustainabledelawareohio.org ); along with distributing press releases and posting our programs on the Central Ohio events calendars.

In May a statewide newspaper published a travel article about the Athen’s 30 Mile Meal Project and that will be good for our Project too.  We intend to leverage their success into a slightly north version that has our own flair.

If you wish to be included in the Delaware Local Menu Restaurant Week, please complete the

attached form indicating how you wish to participate and return it to me as soon as possible. If you have questions, call (614.226.8744) or send us an email to: (Info@sustainabledelawareohio.org).   
Sincerely,

Sustainable Delaware Ohio Team
Delaware Local Menu Restaurant Week Signup
Please send to: Info@sustainabledelawareohio.org by August 15
Business Name: 

Business Address:

Business Tel. #:

Website: 

Contact Name: 

Email:
Days/hours that your restaurant will be open in August:
I will offer Delaware Local menu items during the following meals/times during Restaurant Week (August 21 – 27)
Check any or all below (and note hours available):
· Breakfast / Hours served?

· Lunch / Hours served?

· Dinner / Hours served?

· Other (What, Happy Hour, all day, etc.)  / Hours served?  
Do you need assistance with local ingredients?
· Yes, I’d like to find someone that can help me with these ingredients:

1. .

2. .

3. .

· No, I use the following suppliers / products:

1. .

2. .

3. .
Next Steps:

 We’ll be in touch and offer ways we can help you promote your involvement in Delaware Local Menu Restaurant Week—including use of our Sustainable Delaware logos and posters. We’ll ask you for a current photo of your business and any other relevant photos you’d like to share with our Sustainable Delaware audience. 
 We’ll ask you to provide your Delaware Local Menu Restaurant Week menu and list of locally sourced ingredients by August 15th. Contact us if you need assistance with sourcing ingredients.  This information will appear on our Delaware Local Menu Restaurant Week web page prior to and during August.[image: image1.png]



